
Abstract 

 

The purpose of this research is to illustrate and analyze whether the ski tourism in Kfardebian, a 

rural area located in Mount-Lebanon, would be capable of achieving a sustainable territorial and 

tourism development under a centralized governmental system, or whether decentralization would 

constitute the ultimate approach to realize a fruitful development for Kfardebian’s tourism industry.  

 

Tourism nowadays is considered a major driver of development, constituting one of the most 

effective and leading pillars that can contribute directly to rural territorial development. Potential 

touristic areas usually trigger capital flow to investments in various service sectors, including heath, 

infrastructure, resorts and several other tourist-related services leading to significant increase in 

sales, profits and employment opportunities. 

 

This study investigates the fundamental relations between Tourism, Education, Economic Growth 

and Territorial Development of Kfardebian, with emphasis on ski tourism as a major attraction of 

tourists. Winter tourism, especially skiing-related services, is considered among one of the fastest 

rising industries nowadays, as it triggers economic growth and territorial development for rural 

areas thriving to boost their low performing economy during low tourism seasons.  

 

Lebanon, situated on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea, heavily depends on tourism for 

its economic growth. The area of Kfardebian, the subject matter of this Thesis, demonstrates huge 

potential for the ski tourism in Lebanon, as it is located on a strategic mountainous area and 

possesses one of the utmost snow quality in the region. Kfardebian’s snow is most valued for being 

capable of lasting throughout the whole winter season, hence creating a primary winter tourism 

destination for the whole Middle East. For that reason, boosting the tourism sector in Kfardebian 

will definitely lead to enormous economic growth that will produce a rewarding and sustainable 

territorial development.  

 

However, despite the government’s declared intentions to develop Kfardebian’s infrastructure, it 

remains short on achieving a remarkable improvement due to political motives and bureaucracy 

structure embedded under the centralized system currently in place in Lebanon. Such system 



requires that most of the essential decisions must be taken by state officials rather than by elected 

representatives.  

 

Nevertheless, the Municipality of Kfardebian, realizing the importance of ski as a main source of 

income for its inhabitants, is aiming to accomplish the finest sustainability for both its tourism 

industry and territory by allocating all its available resources towards developing and improving 

its infrastructure, while simultaneously raising the awareness among its population through 

educational programs highlighting the importance of preserving the area as a touristic attraction.  

 

For this main reason, Kfardebian’s stakeholders are working tirelessly to modernize the available 

ski resorts, either by improving its infrastructure status, or by providing trainings and awareness 

programs to all personnel involved in the ski industry, whether they are regular employees or ski 

monitors or even the general population. On the other hand, international advertisement campaigns 

promoting Lebanon and Kfardebian as an international ski destination are being conducted 

throughout all tourism seasons on local and international media.  

  

Based on the above, a comprehensive strategy is highly recommended to ensure a sustainable 

territorial and tourism development at Kfardebian area, by which all involved parties and 

stakeholders are required to set efficient strategies, plans, educational programs, baselines and 

measurable targets regarding preserving security, health care and environment for the sole purpose 

of developing this area. 

 


